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	Summary: 
This report provides Members with a summary of Broadland Environmental Services Limited’s (BESL’s) consultation proposals for Compartment 6a Phase 1 (Hickling to Horsey – Upper Thurne Broads and Marshes).  The report draws some conclusions on the merits of the proposed scheme upon which members’ comments are welcomed.


1
Background

1.1 Compartment 6a is a large and complex flood compartment located in the Upper Thurne.  The flood defences in the compartment are provided by a network of approximately 22km of earth banks adjoining important locations such as Hickling Broad, Martham Broad and Horsey Mere. 
1.2 The erosion protection for the majority of the floodbanks in the compartment is provided by a wide reed rond frontage. However, some sections of floodbank do have erosion protection provided by piling: notably Waxham Cut, Somerton Boat Dyke and Candle Dyke.
1.3 As Compartment 6 is such a large and complex compartment BESL has decided to divide the proposed works into three distinct phases with this first phase being undertaken in early 2009.

2
Need for Flood Defence Improvements

2.1
As with the majority of the existing flood defences in the Broads the effectiveness of the flood defences in the Compartment has reduced over time due to the combined effects of bank settlement and erosion.  The compartment has a high conservation interest as a large proportion of the surrounding area is designated as SSSI which is protected at National and European level.  The whole area is also important for land and water based recreation with sailing, walking and angling taking place in the compartment.

2.2      Officers accept the need for the proposed flood defence improvements and

           welcome the increased protection that the works will provide for the SAC and 

           SPA. 

3
BESL’s Proposals for Compartment 6a
3.1 BESL’s proposals for Compartment 6a are summarised in table 1and shown in detail on the plans at Appendix 1.

Table 1

	Proposed Works
	Length (m)



	Setback
	200


	Strengthen 

	6677

	Strengthen and sheet pile
	384


	Setback and install erosion protection
	249


	Maintain (monitor)
	1220



3.2 In the main BESL’s proposals for the first phase of the works are to strengthen or maintain the floodwall on its existing alignment.  A large proportion of the floodbanks included in the phase one works are not immediately adjacent to the navigation and officers consider that these works will have no affect on the navigation.  The works will improve the surface of the existing public footpaths in the compartment and officers consider this to be a positive benefit of the scheme. 
3.3 Formal mooring takes place in the compartment at West Somerton where

there is a Broads Authority 24-hour mooring, Somerton parish staithe and at Horsey Staithe where the mooring is owned by the National Trust and managed by the Horsey Estate.  In the case of the Broads Authority mooring BESL’s consultation map shows that the approximate length of bank used for the mooring will be strengthened and the frontage repiled.  Officers therefore propose to seek confirmation from BESL that the entire length of the mooring will be replied as a result of the compartment works.  In the case of the mooring at Horsey the proposal is to maintain the floodbank but no mention is made as to the future proposals for the frontage.  Officers will therefore seek confirmation from BESL that this piling is to be maintained in the long term.

3.4 BESL also proposes to install sheet piling in Meadow Dyke near the entrance 
to Horsey Mere.  There may be some scope for developing new moorings and new angling provision  in this location and officers therefore propose to discuss this matter in detail with BESL.

3.5 The channel leading to Waxham New Cut is also included in the phase one proposals but the consultation does not provided details of the future proposals for the piled edge of the New Cut.  Officers will therefore also ask BESL to clarify its future proposals for this piling. 
4 Conclusions
4.1 As mentioned at paragraph 3.2 above the majority of the phase one works will not affect the navigation.  The works proposed for the sections of flood defence that are adjacent to the navigation are likely to be beneficial.  The proposed repiling of the West Somerton 24-hour mooring will certainly be of significant benefit to the Authority and the installation of new piling in Meadow Dyke also presents the Authority with the potential to develop new moorings.  Officers consider that these proposals should be welcomed.
4.2 Provided that BESL provides the Authority with confirmation that the piling at the Horsey Staithe mooring will be maintained and sufficient detail on its future proposals for the piling in Waxham Cut, officers consider that the Authority should support the proposals in the consultation.  There are likely to be benefits to the Authority in terms of the quality of mooring provision in the compartment.  Moreover, there will be considerable conservation benefits delivered by the proposed scheme given the need for the important designated sites in the compartment to receive adequate flood protection.
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